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Criminal Laws
Various societal fluctuations continue being experienced in society. Consequently, the influence of these societal factors has led to the change of different criminal laws in the US, both state and federal laws (Jones & Johnstone, 2011). While the knowledge and understanding of various situations keep on changing, the criminal laws mainstream the change. In most cases, these criminal laws vary across time due to the diversity of thinking and approach to certain behaviors in society (Bradford & David Bradford, 2017). An excellent example is the enacted laws associated with the use of certain drugs, specifically marijuana, in the US. Over the years, the use of marijuana has been debated regarding what is legal and illegal. Additionally, there has been a difference in how the federal and state governments approach to cannabis.
Marijuana has been in use for the last several decades around the world, and various countries approach the issue differently. In the US, cannabis has been legalized in multiple states over the previous ten years, mostly for medicinal purposes (Desai et al., 2017). Therefore, the enacted laws supported the use of cannabis in specific quantities and for medicinal purposes. Due to the various research studies carried out on the matter, and other societal factors such as cultural values contribute to the enacted laws. Additionally, before the legalization of marijuana use, most cases related to the drug were associated with racism since most African Americans were accused of the application. However, the perception changed after the realization that a certain percentage of all races in the US were involved in the use of marijuana. As a result, different states took the initiative to enact laws to allow for the use of marijuana. In response to this, in 2019, the Congress developed the Strengthening the Tenth Amendment Through Entrusting States (STATES) Act. This act aims to support and allow the specific states to establish their statutes and laws associated with marijuana use.
Furthermore, currently, over fourteen states in the US have enacted laws that legalize marijuana for medicinal uses, and over ten states have also authorized the use of marijuana for recreational purposes (Laureate Education (Producer), 2013). As a result, this has led to multiple challenges and benefits. An excellent example of benefits is the use of marijuana for medicinal purposes, precisely pain relief, which has contributed to filling in gaps in medicine (Kilmer & MacCoun, 2017). Another benefit is the creation of business niches in the market since, after the legalization of marijuana, people can now farm the plant and own stores and bakeries specifically for the selling of cannabis products. However, amid the benefits, the legalization of marijuana has also led to challenges that are entirely dependent on the form and quantity of marijuana taken. In most cases, these difficulties are experienced as side effects such as addiction, crimes, and violence (Evans, 2019). Therefore, once the use of marijuana is regulated for all the purposes, then the named challenges can be reduced.
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